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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Thursday 13 April 2017 at 7.30 pm 

PRESENT: Councillor J A Kite, MBE (Chairman)
Councillor C J Shippam (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE
Councillor P F Coleman
Councillor A R Lloyd

132. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K M Kelly and Mrs P A 
Thurlow.

133. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

134. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9 
MARCH 2017 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 9 March 2017 be confirmed.

135. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items.

136. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET ADVISORY PANEL HELD 
ON 10 APRIL 2017 

The Cabinet received the minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 10 
April 2017 and took note of the Panel’s views throughout the meeting.

137. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES 

There were no references from other committees.

138. CONSULTATION ON THE HOUSING WHITE PAPER "FIXING OUR 
BROKEN HOUSING MARKET" 

This report presented, for approval, the Council’s proposed response to the 
Government’s Housing White Paper entitled “Fixing our Broken Housing 
Market”.

Members welcomed the well written response and referred to the detailed 
discussion that had taken place at the Cabinet Advisory Panel. Having 
considered points raised by the Cabinet Advisory Panel Members endorsed 
the Panel’s support for the proposed response.
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RESOLVED:

That the Council’s response to the Government’s White Paper ‘Fixing our 
Broken Housing Market’ (February 2017)’ consultation, as set out in Appendix 
B to the report, be agreed.

139. BUSINESS RATE POOL: USE OF POOL FUNDS 

This report sought Members’ agreement for the joint regeneration pot within 
the business rate pooling fund to be used as the Council’s contribution 
towards the Thames Gateway Kent Partnership, and to support the Dartford 
Town Centre Regeneration project.

The Managing Director noted that the contribution towards the Thames 
Gateway Kent Partnership was being made following a request from Kent 
County Council.

Members welcomed and endorsed the proposed uses for the joint 
regeneration part of the business rate pooling funds.

RESOLVED:

1. That a sum of £58,000 be drawn down from the joint regeneration pot 
of the business rate pooling funds as the contribution towards the work 
of the Thames Gateway Kent Partnership as set out in the report.

2. That the balance of the joint regeneration pot be used to support the 
Dartford Town Centre Regeneration project.

140. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING - LAND NORTH OF HEDGE PLACE 
ROAD 

This report asked Members to approve two new road names for the 
development of the land to the north of Hedge Place Road.

Members endorsed the road names that had been proposed in the report.

RESOLVED:

That Fairlawn and Swansfield be approved as the new road names for the 
development of the land to the north of Hedge Place Road.

141. ORCHARD THEATRE: AUDITORIUM SEATING 

The Orchard Theatre operator, HQ Theatres, wishes to replace the auditorium 
seating to meet health and safety requirements. Members were therefore 
asked to note the capital contribution that the Council is required to pay 
towards these works in accordance with the lease. Provision for this 
contribution has been made available within the 2017/18 Capital Programme.



CABINET
THURSDAY 13 APRIL 2017

3

Members noted that the overall cost of the improvements would be 
£52,225.05 and fully supported the investment that was being made in the 
theatre.

RESOLVED:

That it be noted that a contribution of £40,546.75 will be required from the 
Council towards the cost of replacement auditorium seating in accordance 
with the Orchard Theatre lease.

142. REPORT OF DELEGATED ACTION TAKEN UNDER STANDING ORDER 
38: RESPONSE TO A2 BEAN AND EBBSFLEET JUNCTION 
IMPROVEMENTS PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

This report advised Cabinet, in accordance with the requirements of Standing 
Order 38(2)(b), of the delegated action taken under Standing Order 38(2)(a) 
by the Managing Director, in consultation with the Cabinet Chairman, relating 
to the Council’s response to the Highways England public consultation on 
proposed improvements to the A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junctions.

Having noted that the proposals would improve traffic flow and air quality in 
the area the Chairman advised that the initial response had been enhanced 
prior to its submission to ensure that it reflected the Council’s deep concern 
for those Bean residents who would be displaced or inconvenienced by the 
proposed scheme. He also noted how the response had highlighted the 
impact the proposals might have on the Spirits Rest Horse Sanctuary and the 
need to ensure that a sustainable future can be found for the organisation.

The Head of Regeneration advised that detailed development proposals were 
being progressed and noted the Council’s involvement in this process. She 
also advised that the Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC) was 
exploring alternative housing options for those residents displaced by the 
scheme but was unsure how any impact on the Horse Sanctuary would be 
managed. 

Members referred to the Spirits Rest Horse Sanctuary and noted how the 
Council had on occasion made use of the services that they provide when 
stray horses are found in the Borough. 

The Head of Regeneration said that the actual impact that the proposals will 
have on the Horse Sanctuary would not be fully known until the detailed 
proposals have been prepared. Members again confirmed that they would 
provide help and assistance wherever possible to those impacted by the 
proposals.

RESOLVED:

That the action taken by the Managing Director, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Chairman, under Standing Order 38(2)(a), in relation to the Council’s 
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response to the Highways England public consultation on proposed 
improvements to the A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junctions, be noted.

143. DARTFORD HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION - HOME ENERGY AND 
FUEL POVERTY ACTION PLAN 2015 – 2018 PROGRESS REPORT & 
HOME ENERGY AND FUEL POVERTY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2020 

The Council is required to publish a report at two yearly intervals on progress 
made in implementing measures relating to the Home Energy Conservation 
Act 1995. This report presented the progress made against the actions in the 
2015 – 2018 Home Energy and Fuel Poverty Action Plan, and also covered a 
range of areas, including an analysis of Dartford’s current position regarding 
energy efficiency, and the action to be taken in the period 2017 to 2020. The 
report also included information relating to changes that had been made to 
the Energy Company Obligation Government Scheme following wide 
consultation.

The Strategic Director (External Services) drew Members’ attention to the 
points of clarification that had been provided at the Cabinet Advisory Panel 
meeting. She also referred to the discussion that had taken place relating to 
the mechanisms being used to gather evidence of fuel poverty and highlighted 
the suggestion that energy companies be asked to identify families who may 
be struggling to pay their bills, or are using less fuel than expected, and may 
therefore be experiencing fuel poverty. She noted how such information may 
be considered to be confidential and covered by data protection restrictions 
and confirmed that the Council already worked closely with energy providers.

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the 2015 – 2018 Home Energy and Fuel Poverty Action 
Plan progress report, attached at Appendix A to the report, and the Home 
Energy and Fuel Poverty Action Plan 2017 – 2020, attached at Appendix B to 
the report, be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm

Councillor J A Kite, MBE
CHAIRMAN


